THAIS VASCONCELOS
Curriculum Vitae (August/ 2026)

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Pronouns: she/her/hers

Professional address: 2068 Biological Sciences Building 1105 North University Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Email: tvasc@umich.edu

Website: tncvasconcelos.github.io

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

2025 — present: Herbarium Director. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
University of Michigan (USA).

2022 — present: Assistant Professor and Assistant Curator of Vascular Plants. Department of
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan (USA).

2020 — 2022: Post-doctoral Fellow. University of Arkansas (USA). Project title: “Novel
framework for estimating continuously-varying diversification rates”. Funding: NSF DEB-
1916558. PI: Jeremy Beaulieu.

2018 — 2020: Post-doctoral Research Fellow. Universidade de Sao Paulo (Brazil). Project title:
“Diversification and conservation of the montane flora in the Espinhaco Range”. Funding:
FAPESP 2018/02191-1. Advisor: José Rubens Pirani.

EDUCATION

2013 — 2017: PhD in Systematics and Evolutionary Biology, University College London/Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew (UK) Thesis title: “Morphological homogeneity, phylogenetic
heterogeneity, and systematic complexity in species-rich groups: a case study of floral evolution
in Myrteae (Myrtaceae)”. Advisor: Eve Lucas.

2011 - 2013: MSc. in Botany, Universidade de Brasilia (Brazil) Dissertation title: “Evolution of
floral strategies in the order Myrtales”. Advisor: Carolyn Proenga.

2007 —2011: BSc. in Biological Sciences, Universidade de Brasilia (Brazil).

CAREER BREAKS
2024: Maternity leave — “modified duties” (teaching release) during Winter and Fall semesters.
2026: Maternity leave — “modified duties” (teaching release) during the Fall semester.
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2026: NSF CAREER. National Science Foundation, Division of Environmental Biology,
Systematics and Biodiversity Science Cluster (US): PI: Thais Vasconcelos. “Combining traits,
phylogenies, and historical data to predict and quantify rates of plant geographic movements”.
US$1,093,219.

2026: UM’s Research Funding Program for federally reviewed proposals (Highly Rated, Declined
Proposals). “Neotropical myrtles: phylogeny, conservation, and spatial diversification of a key
tropical plant lineage” US$86,666

2025: OpenAl. NextGenAl collaboration between U-M and OpenAl. PI: Thais Vasconcelos.
Co-PI: Jame Boyko. Co-PI: Marjorie Weber. “Global patterns and drivers of flower color
evolution”, Requested amount: US$44,191.68

2025: Biodiversity Exploration Funds (internal). PI: Thais Vasconcelos. Building a species level
phylogeny of neotropical myrtles, a key tropical plant lineage. US$11,125.

2022: Serrapilheira. PI: Vanessa Staggemeier (UFRN - Brazil). Main collaborators: Carol Proenca
(UnB - Brazil), Thais N. C. Vasconcelos (University of Michigan), Eve Lucas, Eimear Nic
Lughadha (Royal Botanic Gardens Kew - UK). Project: “Unlocking the biodiversity treasure chest:
exploring genes and museum collections to conserve Atlantic Forest diversity and promote citizen-
science” up to R$100,000 (approx. US$18,000)

2019: FAPESP (grant number 2019/18627-6, two-month personal travel grant). Recipient: Raquel
Cruz Pizzardo. PI: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos; co-PI: Eimear NicLughadha (Royal Botanic Gardens
Kew - UK). Grant for academic visit at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew. Project: “Combining risk

assessment and evolutionary distinctiveness in the conservation of Chamaecrista ser. Coriaceae
(Fabaceae) from the Espinhago Range”. c. R$19,000 (approx. US$3,700)

2019: FAPESP (grant number 2019/15929-1, one-year personal travel grant). Applicant: Thais N.
C. Vasconcelos. PI: José Rubens Pirani (USP - Brazil); co-PI Felix Forest (Royal Botanic Gardens
Kew - UK). Grant for academic visit at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew. Project: “How montane
environments drive plant diversity and distribution: biogeographical connections and
diversification dynamics in the mega-diverse Brazilian campo rupestre”. c. R$ 300,000 (approx.
US$58,200)

2019: Serrapilheira. PI: Fernanda Antunes Carvalho (UFMG - Brazil). Main collaborators: Aline
Martins (UnB - Brazil), Thais N. C. Vasconcelos, Alex Antonelli (Royal Botanic Gardens Kew -
UK), Sidonie Bellot (Royal Botanic Gardens Kew - UK)), Antonio Aguiar (UnB - Brazil). Project:
“Plant pollinator interactions in the Cerrado hotspot: filling knowledge gaps with pollen DNA-
metabarcoding”. R$100,000 (approx. US$19,500)

2019: FAP-DF. PI: Carolyn Proeng¢a (UnB - Brazil). Main collaborators: Fernanda Antunes
Carvalho (UFMG - Brazil), Aline Martins (UnB - Brazil), Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. “The




specialization of plant-pollinator interactions: metabarcoding as a tool to characterize plant species
visited by stingless bees in the Cerrado”. R$60,000 (approx. US$12,000).

2019: Bentham-Moxon Trust. Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Travel award to the Royal
Botanic Gardens Kew. Project: “Evolution and conservation of the Brazilian campo rupestre flora"
£900 (approx. US$1,300)

2019: Society for the Study of Evolution (SSE). Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Travel award
to attend the Evolution meeting in Providence — RI. US$500

2018: FAPESP (grant number 2018/24601-7) Recipient: Raquel Cruz Pizzardo. PI: Thais N. C.
Vasconcelos. Bursary for undergraduate internship. R$9,183 (approx. US$1,800)

2018: FAPESP (grant number 2018/24601-7) Recipient: Mirian de Carmargo Antonicelli. PI:
Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Bursary for undergraduate internship. R$9,183 (approx. US$1,800)

2018: FAPESP (personal postdoc fellowship, grant number 2018/02191-1) Recipient: Thais N. C.
Vasconcelos. PI: José Rubens Pirani (USP — Brazil). Project: “Diversification and conservation of
the montane flora of the Espinhaco Range”. R$ 209,497 (approx. US$41,000).

2017: Bentham-Moxon Trust. Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Travel award to attend the 680
Brazilian Conference of Botany. £1,000 (approx. US$1,400)

2016: Emily Holmes Memorial Scholarship: Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Award to cover
laboratorial fees at the Jodrell Laboratory (RBG-Kew). £900 (approx. US$1,300)

2016: University of Vienna: Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Travel award to give a seminar
at the Department of Botany and Biodiversity Research. EURE 484 (approx. US$580)

2015: Emily Holmes Memorial Scholarship: Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. Travel award
for fieldwork in Southeast Asia and New Caledonia. £1,500 (approx. US$2,100)

2013: CAPES (via “Science Without Borders” program): Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos. PI:
Astrid Wingler (University College London - UK); Co-Pls: Eve Lucas (Royal Botanic Gardens
Kew - UK), Gerhard Prenner (Royal Botanic Gardens Kew - UK). Personal PhD fellowship, grant
number 7512-13-9. Project: “Morphological homogeneity, phylogenetic heterogeneity and
systematic complexity in species-rich groups: a case study of floral evolution in Myrteae
(Myrtaceae)”. £144,600 (Includes UCL’s university fees as international student) (approx.
US$200,000)

2012: FAP-DF: Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos Travel grant to spend a month as an academic
visitor at the Royal Botanic Garden Kew. R$ 10,000 (approx. US$2,000)

2012: UnB graduate department: Recipient: Thais N. C. Vasconcelos Travel grant to visit the
collection of the Rio de Janeiro Botanic Garden. R$750 (approx. US$150)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
B10230 Plant Biology. University of Michigan (main instructor)
EEB445 Biogeography. University of Michigan (main instructor)

2019: Short course on “Biogeography of the Neotropical region” (during the CAEB — Unicamp,
Brazil). Main lecturer.

2019: “Biogeography and Diversification of the Neotropical biota” (undergraduate course —
Universidade de Sao Paulo, Brazil). Teaching Assistant.



2018: Short course on “Ecology and Evolution of Pollination” (during the I SimBio — Universidade
de Brasilia, Brazil). Main lecturer.

2018: “Macroevolution” module during “Molecular ecology” graduate course (UNESP — Rio
Claro, Brazil). Main lecturer.

2012: “Botany” (undergraduate course — Universidade de Brasilia, Brazil). Teaching Assistant.

SUPERVISIONS
Postdoctoral fellows

2026 — present: Lazaro Concei¢do. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University
of Michigan. Project: “An integrative approach to resolving species boundaries in neotropical
myrtles”.

2025 — present: Eric Hagen. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of
Michigan. Project: “The role of temperature variation in the evolution of plant traits”.

2023 — 2025: Aline Martins. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of
Michigan. Project: “Evolutionary and ecological consequences of the global bee-angiosperm
diversity mismatch”.

PhD students

2026 — present: Dylan Sheng. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of
Michigan.

2023 — present: Lena Heinrich. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of
Michigan. Project: “How do functional and life history traits mediate bee-plant interactions and
distributions?”

2023 — present: Paulo Henrique Gaem. Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
University of Michigan. Project: “Understanding the flourish of the species-rich, but
overwhelmingly homogeneous Neotropical myrtles”

2021 — 2024: Thiago Fernandes (co-supervision) — Rio de Janeiro Botanic Garden — Brazil.
Project: “O género Myrcia no Estado do Rio de Janeiro: taxonomia e conserva¢do da flora
fluminense”. Main advisor: Jodo M. A. Braga.

2021 — present: Patricia Steiner Sperotto (co-supervision) — Universidade Federal do Rio Grande
do Sul — Brazil. Project: “What drives the exceptional diversity of the tropical flora? A
multidisciplinary approach linking traits, distribution and diversification in Melastomataceae”.
Main advisor: Marcelo Reginato.

2019 — 2023: Lilian Rodrigues Ferreira de Melo (co-supervision) — Universidade Federal de
Uberlandia — Brazil (March/2019 — present). Project: “Evolution and diversification of pollen
flowers in Angiosperms”. Main advisor: Vinicius L. G. de Brito.

Visiting graduate students

2026-2027: Beatriz Barcelos Costa Lira. UNESP Botucatu — Brazil. Project: “Investigating general
patterns of plastomes of the Papilionoideae subfamily (Leguminosae)”



2024-2025: Aya Mortada. UNIMORE - Italy. Project: “The role of seeds in the conservation of
Italian orchids”.

2023-2024: Milena Telhe. Universidade Federal de Sao Carlos — Brazil. Project: “Correlations
between biome shifts, diversification, and trait evolution in genera from Cereinae subtribe
(Cactaceae)”.

2023: Hercilia Freitas da Cunha. Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Norte — Brazil. Project:
“What can Myrtaceae fruits and seeds reveal about the success of this plant family in the
Neotropics”.

MSc students

2024 —2026: Yacov Kilsztajn (co-supervision) — Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Norte —
Brazil. Project: “Evolution of functional traits in Neotropical Myrtaceae and their correlations with
environmental factors”. Main advisor: Vanessa Staggemeier.

2022 — 2024: Hercilia Freitas da Cunha (co-supervision) — Universidade Federal do Rio Grande
do Norte — Brazil. Project: “What can Myrtaceae fruits and seeds reveal about the success of this
plant family in the Neotropics”. Main advisor: Vanessa Staggemeier.

2018 —2020: Patricia Steiner Sperotto (co-supervision) — Universidade Federal da Bahia — Brazil.
Project: “Neotropical climbers: a nomenclatural review and drivers in diversification”. Main
advisor: Nadia Roque.

Undergraduate students

2025 — present: Maguire Topping — University of Michigan (September/2025 — present). Project:
“Understanding seed masting from herbarium specimens”. Independent Research (EEB300).
2025 —present: Callan McKernan — University of Michigan (September/2025 — present). Project:
“Trends in DNA extraction yield from preserved specimens of Myrcia spp”. Independent Research
(EEB300).

2025: Benjamin Wei — University of Michigan (May/2025 — July/2025). Project: “Trends in DNA
extraction yield from preserved specimens of Myrcia spp.”. Independent Research (EEB300).

2025: Danielle Agyemang — University of Michigan (July/2025 — December/2025) Project:
“Systematics of Lauraceae”. Independent Research (EEB300).

2025: Samantha Molino — University of Michigan (May/2025 — August/2025) Project: “From field
to folder: traits measured from herbarium specimens are flattened but functional”. Abe Scholar.

2024 — 2025: Ari Hoffman — University of Michigan (September/2024 — present) Project:
“Assessing Plant Awareness Disparity in Southeast Michigan”. UROP project.

2023: Jonathan Sarasa — University of Michigan (August/2023 — December/2023) Project:
“Exploring Darwin’s Naturalization Conundrum Using Global Datasets of Plant Species
Distributions”. Independent Research (EEB300).

2023: Dahlia Rose — University of Michigan (June — August/2023) Project: “Testing viability of
herbarium seeds in evening primroses (Oenothera, Onagraceae)”.

2023 — 2024: Zoe Bugnaski — University of Michigan (January — August/2023, May —
September/2024). Projects: “Flora of Michigan: trait-environment correlations”; “Testing viability

of herbarium seeds in evening primroses (Oenothera, Onagraceae)”. Independent Research
(EEB300).



2023: Emily Lancaster — University of Michigan (January — August/2023) Project: “Flora of
Michigan: trait-environment correlations”. Independent Research (EEB300).

2023: Natalie Neumann — University of Michigan (January — August/2023) Project: “Flora of
Michigan: trait-environment correlations”. Independent Research (B10200).

2018 — 2021: Raquel Cruz Pizzardo — Universidade de Sdo Paulo, Brazil (October/2018 —
March/2021) Project: “The challenge of tracing conservation policies in naturally fragmented
habitats: the flora of the Espinhaco Range in a scenario of climate change”.

2018 — 2021: Mirian de Camargo Andrade Antonicelli — Universidade de Sdao Paulo, Brazil
(October/2018 — March/2021). Project: “Morphological traits associated to montane habitats:
Tibouchina (Melastomataceae) as a study case”.

PANELIST
2024: “Evolving the publishing system” panel. Virtual Evolution 2024.
2024: “Thriving in Michigan”. LSA Collegiate Fellow program. (University of Michigan, USA).

2023: Leveraging natural history collections to understand global change (Natural History
Museum, UK). “What next? How do we harness this information to conserve biodiversity and
facilitate change?”.

INVITED TALKS

March 2026: “Herbaria as tools for exploring the evolution of trait-environment relationships in
flowering plants”. Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh.
February 2025: “Herbaria as tools for exploring the evolution of trait-environment relationships
in flowering plants”. Oklahoma State University, OK.

May 2023: “Discovering the rules of plant biogeography using a trait-based approach”. Armour
Watson seminar series at the Field Museum, IL.

February 2023: “Discovering the rules of plant biogeography using a trait-based approach”.
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, UK.

November 2022: “Discovering the rules of plant biogeography using a trait-based approach”.
University of Colorado-Boulder, CO.

October 2021: “The role of the landscape in the diversification of the flowering plants”. Pittsburg
State University, KS.

October 2020: “The role of the landscape in the diversification of the flowering plants”. Oklahoma
State University, OK. (virtual)

October 2020: “The role of the landscape in the diversification of the flowering plants”.
University of Oklahoma, OK. (virtual)

SERVICE
Associate editor:
2024 — present: American Journal of Botany
2020 — 2025: Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society



2022 —2023: Journal of Biogeography
2019 — Feb/2022: Plant Systematics and Evolution
Reviewer for:

Journals: Acta Botanica Brasilica; American Journal of Botany; Annals of Botany; Biodiversity
and Conservation; Biological Journal of the Linnean Society; Biotropica; Botanical Journal of the
Linnean Society; Brittonia; Current Biology; Ecology and Evolution; Ecography; Ecology Letters;
Evolution; Global Ecology and Biogeography; iScience; International Journal of Plants Sciences;
Journal of Biogeography; Journal of Ecology; Methods in Ecology and Evolution; Molecular
Phylogenetics and Evolution; Nature Communications; Nature Ecology and Evolution; New
Phytologist; Nordic Journal of Botany; Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics;
Plant Systematics and Evolution; Phytotaxa; Proceedings B; Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences; Systematics and Biodiversity; Systematic Biology; Taxon; Trees; The American
Naturalist.

Funding agencies: American Philosophical Society (USA), Sdo Paulo Research Foundation
(FAPESP, Brazil); German Centre for Integrative Biodiversity Research (iDiv, Germany);
National Science Foundation (NSF, USA).

Elected councilor: Society of Systematic Biologists (until Dec 2027)

SCIENCE OUTREACH

2025: University of Michigan Museum of Natural History Farrand Lecture. “ScentStories:
Exploring the Plant World Through A.l. & Aroma”. [link]

2025: MLive feature “Childhood walks inspired University of Michigan naturalist. Now she
oversees 1.7M plant specimens” [link]

2025: University of Michigan Museum of Natural History ID DAY. (Plant and Fungi booth)

2025: University of Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gardens. “Leaves under the Lens” exhibit.
(collaborator)

2024: University of Michigan Museum of Natural History ID DAY. (Plant and Fungi booth)

2024: University of Michigan Museum of Natural History. Nature's Pharmacy collections case
exhibit. (collaborator)

2023: “A ‘tape recorder for the planet’: what natural history museums bring to the climate fight”.
Reasons to be Cheerful [link]

2022: “Overcoming challenges in measuring how seed dispersal and climatic niche evolution are
connected in plants”. Journal of Biogeography — highlighted papers [link]

2019: “Women in Science” — Invited talk at the Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (Brazil)

2019: “The history of plants is linked to the history of people” -- Invited talk about being a scientist
in Brazil. Opening talk at the 39th Regional Botany Meeting (MG, ES and BA, Brazil).

2019: New Phytologist Volume 221, Issue 3 cover photo and blog post. [link]

2018: Interview to “Globo — G1”’: “Pesquisadora de Brasilia ganha prémio de 'melhor tese de
biologia' do Reino Unido” (“Researcher from Brasilia is awarded with the prize of ‘best thesis in
biology’ of the United Kingdom”) [link]


https://lsa.umich.edu/ummnh/visitors/things-to-do/farrand-lecture.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2025/10/childhood-walks-inspired-university-of-michigan-naturalist-now-she-oversees-17m-plant-specimens.html
https://reasonstobecheerful.world/natural-history-museums-collections-climate-change-future/
https://journalofbiogeographynews.org/2023/01/04/dispersal-and-climatic-niche/
https://www.newphytologist.org/blog/dont-go-changing/
https://g1.globo.com/df/distrito-federal/noticia/pesquisadora-de-brasilia-ganha-premio-de-melhor-tese-de-biologia-do-reino-unido.ghtml

2018: Interview to “Correio Braziliense™: “Tese de ex-UnB ¢ considerada a mais importante para
a biologia no mundo” (“Thesis from ex-University of Brasilia is considered one of the most
important in biology”) [link]

2018: Interview to “For Women in Science” (Loreal Foundation) “Cientista brasileira ganha
prémio de melhor tese de biologia no Reino Unido” (“Brazilian scientist is awarded with prize for
best thesis in biology in the United Kingdom™) [link]

2018: Interview to “CAPES”: “Pesquisadora brasileira ¢ premiada pela Linnean Society de
Londres” (“Brazilian researcher receives award from the Linnean Society of London”) [link]

2018: Short newspaper article to the “Jornal do SindCT”: “A Biodiversidade e porque isso
importa” (“Biodiversity and why it matters”) (April, 2018)

2017: Kew Science Festival: A two-days activity explaining my PhD project to the public at the
2017 Kew Science Festival. (July, 2017)

2013: Interview to “TV Senado”: “A importancia da ilustragdo cientifica para a botanica” (“The
importance of scientific illustration to botany’). (July, 2013)

ACTIVE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS
Botanical Society of America (BSA)
Society of Systematic Biologists (SSB)


https://www.correiobraziliense.com.br/app/noticia/eu-estudante/ensino_ensinosuperior/2018/03/30/ensino_ensinosuperior_interna,669807/tese-de-ex-unb-e-considerada-a-mais-importante-para-biologia-no-mundo.shtml
https://www.paramulheresnaciencia.com.br/noticias/cientista-brasileira-ganha-premio-de-melhor-tese-de-biologia-no-reino-unido/
https://www.periodicos.capes.gov.br/?option=com_pnews&component=NewsShow&view=pnewsnewsshow&cid=606&mn=0

